CDC Activities, Georgia HCV Elimination
June 2019


1. [bookmark: _Hlk11073409]Providing support as a liaison between CDC, MOLHSA, and NCDC for information systems (IT) related to HEPC;
There was a meeting at the Ministry CDC attended related to a business logic which should be used to reopen cases for the second round of treatment (in case of reinfection, relapse or treatment discontinuation). Finally, there was an agreement for Business Logic.
Furthermore, Stop C migration was deliberated. CDC team expressed the readiness to support the process. The clean file has been sent already the next step is to receive the matching/mapping file from the NCDC team to see if it is respectively corresponding.
Also, CDC supported development of the reinfection algorithm, Ministry is revising algorithm to calculate the expenses from their side. As to the IT system, it will be in place and above mentioned doesn’t preclude any IT related delays.
Additionally, CDC will be provided support in data analysis for the ongoing projects approved by the Scientific Committee.

2. Planning and organizing PHC doctor training supported by EASLF;
Meeting with the Ministry in regards to the training was convened. Overall, the idea of the training was agreed and ministry underlined the importance of the training for Primary health care doctors as a 1st priority. The dates were also agreed the first training will be conducted in the week of July 28. Ministry will follow up and share the list of the doctors to be trained (it was decided to train smaller groups of 20-30 doctors per training). It was also agreed that the IT training for the doctors will be provided by the Ministry.
As for the accreditation of the training program, the separate procedure will be required to the program for the clinician who won’t be providing the treatment. As for the other part it is already accredited the program.
CDC team together with Ministry will work on logistics and other details.


3. MMWR for World Hepatitis Day, 2019, "Role of Needle and Syringe Harm Reduction Program in National Progress towards Hepatitis C, Elimination — Georgia, 2015-2018"
MMWR for World Hepatitis Day, 2019, "Role of Needle and Syringe Harm Reduction Program in National Progress towards Hepatitis C, Elimination — Georgia, 2015-2018" will be published for a World Hepatitis Day.

4. Scientific committee meeting 
Hepatitis C Elimination Program in Georgia, 22nd Scientific Committee Meeting was held on June 14, 2019.
Starting with programmatic needs and HCV program progress – decentralization of care and utilization of geneXpert capacity presented by Eka Adamia, Ministry of Health. Followed by the Care cascade analysis (Overall and decentralization cascades). Several Action items were identified including:
- Dr. Butsashvili will initiate email communication regarding overall program care cascade. Drs.
Gvinjilia and Butsashvili together with Mr. Shadaker will develop a proposed solution for the
committee members to reach the consensus and make a final decision
- Dr. Gvinjilia will send an email request to Dr. Tserstvadze to summon the clinical committee and
discuss decentralization care cascade.
Later SC progress updates were shared by PI’s of the projects including:
o Evaluation of the diagnostic performance of HCVcAg as test of cure in for hepatitis C among PWID in Georgia
o Evaluation study of Rapid Diagnostic Tests (RDTs) detecting antibodies against hepatitis C virus
o Evaluation DBS for HCV RNA testing/sub study: Prospective evaluation of the Genedrive® HCV ID Kit in Georgia
As well as EQA workshop by NCDC.
Followed by updates from IDACIRC on:
o Risk factors for treatment discontinuation caused by adverse events in chronic HCV patients receiving sofosbuvir and ledipasvir/sofosbuvir based treatment within Georgian national hepatitis C elimination program
o Prioritization of DAA treatment in HCV infected individuals across Europe –CARE Consortium EU project application under H2020
o Late presentation for hepatitis C care in Georgia, 2016-2018
o Eliminating HCV infection in prison settings in Georgia
o Comparing engagement in HCV care and treatment outcomes between HIV negative and HIV positive persons within the national hepatitis C elimination program
o Assessment of HCV screening and linkage to care modalities within the national hepatitis C elimination program and designing the most optimal models for reaching the elimination targets
And HRU/Clinic Neolab on: Gender differences in spontaneous and antiviral treatment-related clearance of HCV infection among participants of HCV elimination program Georgia
o Risk of Hepatitis B (HBV) reactivation among HCV/HBV co-infected patients treated with DAAs within Hepatitis C Elimination project: Prospective cohort Study
o Epidemiology of HBV infection among HCV patients treated with Direct Acting Antivirals (DAAs)
o Missing sustained virologic response (SVR) data in population research: barriers to assessment, patients’ perspectives on solutions, and the impact on the program effectiveness evaluation
o Evaluation of integration of HCV RNA testing on existing GeneXperts in Georgia to assist in current HCV care decentralization efforts.

5. [bookmark: _Hlk12614282]Community Advisory Board meeting and training held in Split, Croatia on 27-29 of June 2019.

Earlier CDC has supported Hepatitis C Cured Patient Association with the application process to apply for European Liver Patient Association (ELPA) membership.
ELPA suggested an opportunity to become the member during their Community Advisory Board meeting and training which will be held in Split, Croatia on 27-29 of June 2019. They have invited a representative of “Hepatitis C Cured Patient Association” the meeting. 
CDC representative will accompany patient association and support in preparation for the meeting.

6. [bookmark: _GoBack]“Excellence in Viral Hepatitis Elimination – Lessons learned from Georgia” will be published on July 27th in commemoration for WHD.


7. Annual report 2018-2019
Preparatory work to write the next Annual report is in the progress. The report will include the full years of 2018-2019 with indicators respectively. CDC will be collecting the information from NCDC and Ministry to consolidate all updates and indicators in the format of the Annual Report.
The timeline was agreed with aim to publish the report for the next March workshop in 2020.

